Competition around the world is hecoming
more intense. Switzerland is under pressure
as a location for research, finance, work and
husiness. How can we assert our position as
a small country?

We are already asserting ourselves
very well. We are the most competitive
location in the world, we are the most in-
novative country in Europe and the cities
of Zurich, Bern and Geneva rank among
the top ten in terms of quality of life. The
entire European market can be accessed
easily from Switzerland. This is a great
advantage especially in terms of research
and development. Switzerland is an ideal
location for company headquarters. We
offer the highest standards of education,
infrastructure, services and quality of life.
Despite the global economic crisis we still
have a functioning job market. “Small but
select” is the motto that holds true for
Switzerland.

6 The Swiss Con

The world is changing rapidly. Are our slow,
hottom-up, decision-making channels and
federalist structures reaching
their limits?

Federalism and the co-
hesion of the Confedera-
tion and the cantons are
what hold Switzerland to-
gether. The people’s vote at

the ballot box is what counts. On .-

the other hand, we really do need

to rethink certain structures. Is it nec-
essary to have building regulations and
education systems that vary from com-
mune to commune, from canton to can-
ton? Does each legislative process have
to go through the mills of the various
consultation procedures? Sometimes, I
wish things were able to proceed more
speedily.

Legal, social and financial policy stability is
likely to be one of the key factors of success.
How do you rate our chances in this respect?
We have the best possible starting
position. As a country with four national
languages, we have learned to accept mi-
norities. Our excellent record on integra-
tion has not been altered by the decision
on the minaret initiative. We have put
in place a legal and socio-political basis
which makes Switzerland attractive to
people of various backgrounds and to re-
searchers and entrepreneurs alike.

The people’s vote is
what counts

The major challenges of the coming decade
include climate change, the scarcity of

........................................ ., resources and the

% increase in popula-
: tion. Wouldn’t you
{ say that Switzerland
: is unlikely to play a
* leading role in these
matters?
On the contrary! Switzerland has a very
strong base in the field of Cleantech. We
have been collecting glass and treating
our waste water for decades. Many things
we have internalised. We possess tech-
nologies that now have to be developed
further in the interest of sustainability.
Without pursuing an industrial policy
as such, we attribute great importance
to the field of Cleantech and are sup-
porting the sector accordingly. We have
increased funding for the Innovation Pro-
motion Agency (CTI), for example. There
are initiatives by the Federal Institutes of
Technology and OSEC, Business Network
Switzerland. It is now up to businesses to
make use of these opportunities.

The fact that we are not part of any larger
coalitions will also constitute a challenge.
Are we increasingly heing criticised for
standing alone and being successful?

I often encounter a great deal of sym-
pathy for Switzerland when I'm abroad.
In actual fact, however, the interest of

-
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larger players, among which I count the
EU, is limited. If we want to make our
voice heard here, we need to become
even more active and raise our profile
by putting forward our own suggestions
on international issues. We are respected
in Europe, but whether we can count on
preferential treatment of our wishes in
the medium term is a different matter. In
my opinion, the Federal Council needs to
give greater and more regular attention
to foreign policy issues.

Is joining the EU the an-
swer to this dilemma?
For the moment,

I don’t think so. Our
experiences with the
bilateral agreements
have been good, as
much for our citizens as
for our export businesses. But that
path is getting increasingly time-consum-
ing and difficult. The EU is currently pur-
suing cross-border harmonisation across
many areas of life and the economy. I, on
the other hand, am in favour of greater
competition, also among EU members.

Gan Switzerland, which was recognised
in the past for its good offices, still make
itself heard?

I am convinced that we will continue
to play a vital role in conflict situations.

It is important
to uphold
these values

We are rightly regarded as an independ-
ent partner. Our neutrality, our rule of
law, our humanitarian commitment and
our openness are hallmarks, but they
have suffered. It is important, therefore,
to uphold these values.

As Swiss president you will often be required
to travel abroad; at the same time, the Swiss
people expect a high profile at home. How do
you intend to bridge this gap?
I can’t split myself in two, but I will do
the one without giving up the other. I will
-, always chair the ses-
* sions of the Federal
Council, as is expect-
ed of the President
of the Swiss Confed-
eration. On the other
hand, I intend to make
use of the opportunity offered by the
presidency to open doors and, where nec-
essary, reduce obstacles.

The presidential year will place high de-
mands on you. Which people, which struc-
tures can you fall back on for support?
There are 2500 people working in my
department. And I can assure you that
they are extremely dedicated. The level
of professionalism and attention to detail
in the work carried out by the adminis-
tration is quite remarkable. I can there-
fore rely on an experienced team. In ad-

dition, I will also be able to rely on the
support of other departments and the
Federal Chancellery to a greater extent
during my presidential year.

Do you turn to chocolate to give you a morale
hoost in hectic times? Or do you take to
your bike?

One doesn’t exclude the other! But to
be honest, there won’t be much time for
bike tours. So this year I'm probably more
likely to turn to chocolate for that energy
boost in hectic times. The fact that I'm
supporting a well-respected branch of
Swiss industry along the way is a wel-
come side-effect.

President Doris Leuthard was interviewed by Samuel
Schmid, Federal Councillor from 2001-2008.
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Population

Foreign nationals (by country of origin)

N
]

Ttaly
Germany

Household sizes Portugal

Serbia*

other

France

Single person households Turkey

Spain

3.9%
Macedonia 3.6%

Raman Cathalic

Protestant EigkDA
Muslim [

Other religious communities [JJfj 3.2%

vone (CECSN
No details

86130 emigrants

/

Language regions

Bosnien Herzegowina
Croatia

Austria
Family households United Kingdom
Other European countries

Other continents

*incl. Montenegro and Kosovo

Main language
spoken by the
majority

French 20.4%

Age structure (five year classes, in thousands)

Women Men
[

100+
90-95
80-85
70-75
60-65
50-55 |

0
M Swiss

Il Foreign nationals

100 200

Birthrate: 1.48 children per woman
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Romansh 0.5%

Other 9.0%

German 63.7% l
/

Housing (including energy)
Social insurance contributions
Taxes and charges
Transport and communications

Entertainment, relaxation and culture @
Food and alcohol free beverages @

Restaurant and hotels

Clothing and shoes |:|2.1"In

Other expenditure

Gainfully employed by sector

Agriculture and forestry

Industry and commerce

Employment rate: 82.6%

Income (net monthly; CHF)

Services <3000.

>8000.
2.5%

17.4%

3001 4000.
14.2%

7001 8000.
7.8%
4001 5000.
6001 7000. 24.3%
12.5%
5001 6000.
20.3%



Finances

Federal revenue 2008

Transport levies 3.3%

Tobacco tax 3.4%
Stamp duty 4.7%
Import duty 1.6%

Mineral oil tax 8.2%

Other fiscal revenues 1.2%

Other revenues 8.0%

Withholding tax 10.1%

Other expenditure 8.6%

Social welfare 30.8%

Interest on debt and the
share of the cantons 19.4%

CHF 56 598 million

Foreign relations 4.2%
Education and
fundamental research 9.4%

National defence 8.0%

Transport 13.3%

Agriculture and
food supply 6.3%

Developments in expenditure (CHF million)

Social welfare [17 434 2008
52 1998

Transport

National defence

Agriculture and food supply

3743

Education and fundamental research

Foreign relations

Interest on debt and the share of the cantons 1

™

Other expenditure (4814
3776

VAT 32.1%

Direct federal tax 27.4%

10 00(
98 99 00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08

[J overspending
[ Revenue surplus

Developments in debt (CHF million)

150 000

120000~

Confederation

Cantons

0 —— L
98 99 00 01 02 03 O 05 06 07 08
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A BRIEF HISTORICAL OVERVIEW OR

How long has there
bheen a Switzerland?

1291 According to tradition, Uri,
Schwyz and Unterwalden renew their al-
liance to defend their property and rights
against foreign attack on the Riitli mea-
dow on 1 August.

Additional urban and rural areas join
or are conquered by this “Confederation”
in the course of the following decades
and centuries.

The Swiss defend their loose federation’s
growing power and freedom for two hun-
dred years against a variety of opponents
until they obtain true independence from
the German empire after the Swabian
War in 1499.

The abolition of mass and the introduc-
tion of communion in Zurich by Zwingli
in 1525 lead to the religious division of
Switzerland into Catholic and Protestant
regions that live separately and time and
again go to war with one another.

The Peace of Westphalia of 1648 formally
recognised Switzerland’s independence.
“Liberty, Equality, Fraternity”: the tenets
of the French Revolution of 1789 spread
to Switzerland, leading to disturbances
in several areas.

A French army under Napoleon Bonaparte
conquers Switzerland in 1798. The old Con-
federation collapses and makes way for the
Helvetic Republic, with a single centralist
constitution dictated by the French.

In 1803 the former subject territories
emerge as new cantons with equal rights.
After France’s defeat by the monarchistic
European superpowers, the Confedera-
tion is again “restored” in 1815. It again
becomes a loose federation of states and
its cantons are again governed by the aris-
tocracy just as before the downfall of 1798.

10 The Swiss Confederation a brief guide

During the period known as the “regen-
eration” after 1830, the pressures of eco-
nomic development cause around half of
the cantons to adopt liberal constitutions
that guarantee their citizens economic
and political freedom. This leads to con-
flicts between liberal and conservative
cantons.

Tensions between the liberal Protestant
and the Catholic cantons lead to the civil
war in 1847 (the “Sonderbundskrieg”). Af-
ter a brief military campaign with federal
troops, the Catholics, who had founded a
separatist federation, surrender.

18"'8 The modern Swiss federal state
is founded in 1848. Its constitution cen-
tralises and harmonises numerous areas
which were previously the responsibility
of the cantons, such as military service,
customs, and postal services and coinage.
This leads to the creation of a cohesive
territory ripe for economic development.
The general right to vote and to partici-
pate in elections, but for men only, is in-
troduced in 1848, but is ultimately regard-
ed by many as insufficient. Swiss citizens
campaign for direct democratic rights,
introducing the right to call for a referen-
dum in the revised Federal Constitution of
1874, and the popular initiative in 1891.
Towards the end of the 19th century, the
various political movements organise
themselves as parties. The Social Demo-
cratic Party is founded in 1888, the Free
Radical Party and the Catholic-Conserva-
tive People’s Party, which is today’s CVP,
in 1894.

Switzerland is spared from the First World
War from 1914 to 1918, but the difficult
social conditions in many sections of the
population caused by the war lead to a
general strike in 1918. The strikers are
unsuccessful in pushing through many of
their demands, such as the 48-hour work-
ing week and the introduction of old-age
insurance. In that same year, however,
the National Council is elected by propor-
tional representation for the first time and
now includes workers representatives.
This brings the dominance of the Free
Radical Party to an end.

In 1920 Switzerland accedes to the League
of Nations founded the previous year, on
condition that it strictly preserves its
neutrality and that it is not required to
participate in any military campaigns.
The global economic crisis of 1929 leads to
increased unemployment and, in 1936, to
the devaluation of the Swiss franc.

The agreement in the machine and met-
alworking industry of 1937 to ensure
industrial peace, the recognition of Ro-
mansh as the fourth national language
in 1938, the development of the Alps in
1940 into the Swiss military redoubt, and
ultimately the first Social Democratic
member of the Federal Council in 1943
contributed to Swiss cohesion in difficult
times. This also allows Switzerland to
remain neutral in the Second World War
from 1939 to 1945.

The federal Old Age and Survivors’ Insur-
ance (AHV) is introduced in 1947.
Although it had acceded to the League
of Nations a quarter of a century earlier,
Switzerland does not initially accede to
the United Nations (UN) when it is creat-
ed in 1948 on the grounds of its neutrality.









=

3 members (f) and 8 members of the Council of States (m)

2 ederal Councillors (m)

FDP

FDP.The Liberals

Party President: 130 000 members
National Councillor Fulvio Pelli Founded in 1894

8 National Councillors (f) and 27 National Councillors (m)

In 2009 the Radical Free Democratic Party FDP Switzer-
land and the Swiss Liberal Party joined forces to become the FDP.
The Liberals, thereby creating the youngest party in Switzerland
with the longest tradition. FDP.The Liberals stands for freedom
of choice and achievement in an open society of opportunity. All
individuals should be able to shape their lives through personal
initiative, personal responsibility, freedom and competition. The
State provides the appropriate framework In the form of excel-
lent educational institutions and infrastructure.

We want:

* more and better jobs. Instead of stimulus packages, we call for
reforms to create 200000 jobs by 2015: Europe’s lowest rate
of VAT of 5.5%, tax deductions for childcare (CHF 24000 per
year), individual taxation and a radical simplification of taxes.

e national cohesion and solid social services. Lessons must be
learnt from the deficits of the invalidity Insurance fund. There
Is urgent need for the 6th revision of invalidity insurance, un-
employment insurance should also be corrected without greatly
increasing the cost of labour, the 11th revision of Old Age and
Survivors’ insurance should ensure Its long-term safeguarding.

* a streamlined, open state. Today’s debt is tomorrow’s taxes.
The debt brake should be extended to the social insurances.
The State should focus on its core activities, such as education
and security. Those should be its strengths.

SWISS DEMOCRACY

1 Federal Councillor (f) @

1 member (f) and 14 members of the Council of States (m) -,
cvp 12 National Councillors (f), 18 National Councillors (m) and 1 vacant
Christian Democrat People’s Party

Party President: 100 000 members
= National Councillor Ghristophe Darbellay Founded in 1912

The CVP is a business-oriented party. As a liberal and
social force it strives to create a balance between individuals
and society and between personal responsibility and solidar-
ity. Our approach to coexistence is based on a Christian view
of humankind and society. The CVP advocates the internal and
external security of our country. These values are represented
in the Federal Council by Doris Leuthard, the minister of eco-
nomic affairs.

The CVP focuses on four main areas:

* It promotes Switzerland as a business location and financial
centre with attractive levels of tax, excellent infrastructure
and a high standard of education. We create and safeguard
jobs and prosperity through Innovation.

* It strengthens families as a basis for our community. We are
committed to creating better general conditions such as bal-
ance between working and family life, lower taxes and greater
purchasing power for all families.

* It ensures the long-term safeguarding of the social security
system: We consider its sustainable financing as the main
challenge for the next 20 years. This can only be accomplished
through targeted reforms and by avoiding unrealistic expan-
sion or cutbacks.

* [t pursues a sustainable climate and environmental policy. We
are committed to preserving a habitable environment for fu-
ture generations.
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...asS well as the

eight other political
parties in parliament

2 members of the Council of States (m)

GPS

Swiss Green Party

- Party President: 6500 members
- National Councillor Ueli Leuenberger Founded in 1983

The Swiss Green Party is the largest party that does not
have a seat in the Federal Council. It is represented in almost
every canton. Green Parties are represented in the governments
of seven cantons and over 20 towns. The GPS is committed to
preserving the environment, to a sustainable economy, social
justice and international solidarity. Our goals for this legisla-
ture are: efficient climate protection and the abandonment of
the use of nuclear power, the reorganisation of the economy
along more environmental lines, the strengthening of social in-
stitutions and an active peace policy.

10 National Councillors (f) and 10 National Councillors (m)

1 Federal Councillor (f) Q Q

1 National Councillor (m)
2 National Councillors (f) and 3 National Councillors (m)

BDP

Conservative Democratic Party

Party President: 5500 members
National Councillor Hans Grunder Founded in 2008

-® Founded on 1 November 2008, the BDP is the youngest
Federal Council party. By March 2009, it had already gained
enough members to achieve parliamentary group status in the
Federal Assembly. The BDP advocates conservative policies
where any subject can be discussed freely, where there is no
personality cult and seeks an un-blinkered, solution-oriented
approach. The BDP supports the bilateral path with the EU, a
credible security policy and an economic policy compatible with
environmental considerations. The party is represented in the
Federal Council by Eveline Widmer-Schlumpf.
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1 member of the Council of States (f) Q

1 National Councillor (f) and 2 National Councillors (m)

GLP

Swiss Green Liberal Party

Party President: 2000 members
National Councillor Martin Bdumle  Founded in 2004

A well-preserved environment is the very basis for our
existence. We want to leave a thriving world behind without
contaminated land so that future generations can also enjoy
life. This includes healthy state finances and social institutions.
The State should not accumulate debt and concentrate on its
core activities. Sensible conditions allow the market to function
effectively. Personal initiative, entrepreneurship, a sense of re-
sponsibility and solidarity are the cornerstones of a liberal soci-
ety and should be supported, as should a high quality education
system.

EVP

Swiss Evangelical People’s Party

Party President: 4800 members
Heiner Studer Founded in 1919

Better support for families: the EVP aims to relieve the fi-
nancial burden on families and where necessary to support them.
The EVP therefore favours a child allowance that would replace
all other payments or deductions and be financed by taxes.

A fair economy: in other words, debt reduction, fair mini-
mum and maximum wages, a simple tax system without loop-
holes and fair trade.

A healthy environment: the EVP intends to quickly reduce
Switzerland’s dependence on non-renewable energy sources. It
therefore promotes the introduction of environmentally-friend-
ly tax reforms and a CO3 charge on fuels.

2 National Councillors (m)



SWISS DEMOCRACY
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Conservative [ ]

CSP

1 National Councillor (f) Q
Christian Social Party

Party President: 1500 members
Monika Bloch Siiss Founded in 1997

Our policy is primarily aimed at safe and dignified lives
for everyone. Our work focuses on sustainable activities for a
well preserved environment, good educational opportunities,
secure jobs and pensions. We feel ourselves responsible, along
with others, for what happens at home and in the world at large.
Our party is synonymous with solidarity and tolerance.

In a nutshell, this means: promotion of a sustainable energy
policy (for example, no new nuclear power stations), a socially
responsible economy, good schools and traineeships, jobs for
all, solid social institutions and an active peace policy.

Lega

Ticino League

e
|- B Party President: 1500 members

|/ b Giuliano Bignasca Founded in 1991

Independence: economic and political globalisation is
weakening Switzerland. Switzerland can however hold its own
in a fragmented Europe if it safeguards its independence and
its freedom.

Public services: the federal government must maintain
its public services and ensure equal conditions for all people
throughout the country. Privatisations should be avoided when-
ever possible.

Mobility: Ticino needs better connections to the rest of the
country. The Gotthard route is stretched to capacity. Natural
hazards and structural problems are jeopardising unlimited use
of this route.

1vacant

Federal Democratic Union

Party President: 2800 members
Hans Moser Founded in 1975

True values and plain talking! The EDU seeks sustain-
able solutions and in its commitment to God, it promotes a free
and constitutional Switzerland. The EDU does not follow the
zeitgeist or the mainstream, but adheres to fundamental values,
the word of God and the creation of the world and of mankind
according to the Bible. The EDU encourages people to assume
responsibility for their actions. The focal points of our policy
include protection of human life at every stage of its existence
as well as the environment and the private sphere, traditional
marriage and family values, education and the labour market in
Switzerland, balanced finances and debt reduction.

1 National Councillor (m)

PdA

Workers’ Party

o
-
-

Party President: 2000 members

Nelly Buntschu Founded in 1944
capitalism to free humankind from exploitation and oppression.
It supports all people and movements that believe that a bet-
ter world is possible and that are working towards achieving
that goal. The PdA’s commitment knows no frontiers, because
its fight against injustice is worldwide.

PdA activists are present at all levels of Swiss politics and
share a common goal, which is to make proposals to create a
solidarity-based society, to promote personal development for
all people and to protect the environment — in short, to create a
genuinely socialist society.

1 National Councillor (m)
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THE LEGISLATURE: NATIONAL COUNCIL AND COUNCIL OF STATES OR

The Swiss parliament
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he two chambers of the Federal Assem-

bly are not divided into parties but into

parliamentary groups (see page 36). The
SVP, which is the largest parliamentary group
with its 70 members, meets in the most spa-
cious conference room of the Federal Palace.
This conference room is located on the top
floor, directly above the chamber of the Council
of States.

Membership of a parliamentary group is im-
portant. It is a prerequisite for membership
of a committee. Members are paid an annual
allowance from the federal budget and they
are entitled to take the floor in parliamentary
proceedings, while those who do not belong to
a parliamentary group are not entitled to have
their say in most debates.

Parliamentary groups make it possible for their
members to harmonise to the greatest extent
possible their views on political matters and
specifically on Council business, such as elec-
tions and votes, and to agree on a line that they
can follow in parliament and in their dealings
with the media and the public.
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THE ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT OR

The two ways into parliament

Switzerland has a bicameral parliament: the Federal Chambers, which together con-
stitute the United Federal Assembly. The National Council represents the overall
population and the Council of States, the member states of the Confederation, i.e.
the cantons. This system reflects the two principles on which the structure of the
State is founded: the democratic principle, according to which every vote carries the
same weight and the federalist principle, by which all cantons are treated equally.
Both chambers are elected directly by the people: the National Council according
to standard federal rules, the Council of States according to regulations which vary

from canton to canton. In both instances, it is the cantons that are the electoral
constituencies.

The people are represented in the National Council

The large chamber has 200 seats. The number of deputies from a
canton depends on its population as recorded in the last census:
for every 37800 inhabitants or so, there is one member on the Na-
tional Council. However, because the Federal Constitution guaran-
tees one seat per canton, Appenzell Innerrhoden, which has only
around 15000 inhabitants, also sends a people’s representative to
the Federal Palace. Similarly, the neighbouring canton of Appenzell
Ausserrhoden and the cantons of Obwalden and Nidwalden, Uri
and Glarus only send one National Council member each, whereas
the highly populated canton of Zurich currently has 34 seats.
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THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

Proportional
representation or
maijority vote

Seats are allocated in the National Council
according to the system of proportional repre-
sentation. It is called this because the seats
are allocated in proportion to the share of
votes cast.

In National Council elections, the votes
for each party are counted first, as they de-
termine the number of seats that a party is
allocated. Then the candidates with the most
votes within the parties are elected.

Of course an election by proportional rep-
resentation only works if there is more than
one seat to be allocated. In cantons with only

The cantons are represented in the

Council of States

The small chamber has 46 seats. Irrespective of its

population, each canton sends two representatives

to the Council, with the exception of the six former

half-cantons, which only have one deputy each.
The Council of States members represent their

cantons but are not bound by any instructions from

them, whether from the cantonal governments or

parliaments.

one seat on the National Council there is a
majority vote (first past the post): the person
with the most votes is elected.

With the exception of canton Jura, elec-
tions to the Council of States are also held
in all cantons according to the first-past-
the-post system. This procedure naturally
favours large parties or leading figures with
a high public profile. Minorities go away
empty-handed.

Basel-Stadt

Yt R W

)ét;] & Tﬁ \ ?ﬂ
?\W Bern & bw lden “
i &
9 [ FribourgE GraubUnden
Vaud (m/‘\/

"
gb }J <\ Ticino ' mi
g Geneva 9 Valais \g\
P

W <

oy
e

s

The Swiss Confederation a brief guide 25



MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OR

Representing Switzerland’s 7.5m inhabitants

Max 1
Binder

....... W B 197 1901 28

Toni 2
Bortoluzzi

B13 1947 1991 5,7

Hans 3
Fehr

HT1a 1947 1995 10

Alfred 4
Heer

13 1961 2007 11

Hans 5
Kaufmann
BT 1948 1999 9, 11

Christoph 6
Mirgeli
513 1960 1999 3,4

""""" Natalie Simone 7
Rickli

B3 1976 2007 8

Hans 8
Rutschmann
B3 1947 2004 6,12

Ernst 9
Schibli

BT 1952 2001

Ulrich 10
Schliier

13 1944 1995-07,09 3,7

"" g 1
Stahl

B3 1968 1999

Bruno 12
Zuppiger
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BT 1952 1999 1,7
ZH Jacqueline 13
U Fehr
I3 1963 1998 5,8
ZH Mario 14
U Fehr
I3 1958 1999 3,4
Chantal 15

Galladé
B3 1972

......... chns[me .
Goll

I3 1956 1991 2,5

Andreas 17
Gross

B3 1952 1991 10

Daniel 18
Jositsch

I3 1965 2007 11

Anita 19
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Marlies 20
Bénziger

7=

¥ Oz ¢ ¢ @

R 1960 2007, 10
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U Girod
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ZH Katharina 22
U Prelicz-Huber
_______ 1959 2008
ZH Daniel 23
U Vischer
12 11950/ 2008 |1, 11
ZH Doris 24
U Fiala
......... [T 1857 2007 3.4
ZH Markus 25
U Hutter

T3 1957 2003 1,8
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ZH Filippo 26
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L1 1952 2003 6,12
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The captions below the names refer to (from left to right) po-
litical party affiliation, year of birth, year of election to the
Council and the committees (see pp 34—35) on which the coun-

cil member sits. The numbering of members of the National
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Council from 1 to 200, and of the Council of States from 1 to
46 (see over) is intended as an aid: It can also be found on the
pages showing the chamber seating plan (29-31).
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Dominique 199
Baettig

13 1953 2007
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MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF STATES OR

Representing the 26 cantons

Why some cantons only have one seat on the Council of States
Six cantons which once formed three entities and then subsequently divided
used to be considered half-cantons.

These are Obwalden and Nidwalden, which divided well before the found-
ing of the Swiss Confederation in 1291, Appenzell, which divided in 1597 on
religious grounds into catholic Innerrhoden and protestant Ausserrhoden,
and Basel, which suffered a violent split in 1833: the rebellious Basel Land-
schaft broke away from the once dominant Basel Stadt.

This is why these cantons only have one seat in the Council of States and
only half a cantonal vote in votes on amendments to the Swiss Constitution.
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The captions below the names refer to

Hans 1 Peter 23 l Filippo 35

Hess Briner ' Lombardi (from left to right) political party af-
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Other rules apply
fo Swiss people
living abroad

Swiss citizens living abroad have the option
of being registered in Switzerland on the
electoral roll  either in their home commune
or in their former commune of residence. This
gives them the right to vote and take part
in elections at federal level and even to be
elected to the National Council.

However, depending on where they are
registered, Swiss people living abroad may
or may not be able to take part in elections
to the Council of States, depending on what
their cantonal law provides.

Swiss people living abroad only have full
political rights in ten cantons where they can
take part in National Council and Council of
States elections and can also have their say
on federal and cantonal matters. These can
tons are Bern, Fribourg, Geneva, Graublnden,
Jura, Schwyz, Solothurn, Ticino, Basel Land
schaft and Neuchatel: in the last two cantons
they are even allowed to have a say in the
affairs of the commune.

Maximilian
Reimant

You can find out who said what in the
National Council and Council of States
in the Official Bulletin > www.pariament.ch
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